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Regulations Governing the Studies of Doctoral Program for
Institute of Medical Science and Technology of
National Sun Yat-sen University
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(Applicable for students enrolled in Academic Year 2021 and thereafter)
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Approved by the 2™ Institute Affairs Meeting of Academic Year 2019 on Sep. 11, 2019
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Approved by the 2" College Affairs Meeting of Academic Year 2019 on April 22, 2020
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Amended by the 11" Institute Affairs Meeting of Academic Year 2019 on June 19, 2020
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Approved by the 1% College Affairs Meeting of Academic Year 2020 on Oct. 22, 2020
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These regulations were formulated in accordance with the “Degree Conferral Act”

promulgated by the Ministry of Education as well as the “Academic Regulations” and
“Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Graduate Degree Examination” of National
Sun Yat-sen University (Hereafter referred as NSYSU.)

B ARMFE
I.  Matters related to study period:
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A.  Study period: Two to seven years (excluding the period preserved for admission and the

period of study suspension) according to the regulations of Ministry of Education.
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B.  Credit system and course requirements:
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1. Students pursuing a doctoral degree will be first-year new students of the doctoral
program of the University starting from the approved academic year. The study
requirements after enrollment shall be subject to the regulations of the Institute.
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The courses selected by students must be approved by their advisors.
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3. Within three years after enroliment in the doctoral program (excluding the period of
study suspension), students must complete the compulsory courses and a minimum
of 18 credits required for graduation. The minimum credits required for graduation
for Ph.D. degree students are 30 credits. A maximum of 15 credits from the
master’s degree program can be transferred and counted for graduation credits.
(According to Article 4 of NSYSU’s Regulations for Student Credit Transfer
Application, credits to be transferred should not exceed 1/2 of the credits required.)
Any application for transfer of credits shall be submitted by the students and
reviewed and approved by the Institute Affairs Meeting.
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4. The students shall have to meet one of the following English proficiency
requirements stipulated by the Institute before graduation:
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(1) ATOEFL ITP score of 500 or above
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(2) ATOEFL-iBT score of 61 or above
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(3) ATOEFL CBT score of 173 or above

(4) 2 #E:Ei 4 Asi ity (GEPT) ¥ % &A= 82 £

(4) Acertificate of passing GEPT high-intermediate level or above
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(5) ATOEIC score of 650 or above

(6) B=EFa + Rk (IELTS)S & (7 )+

(6) An IELTS band score of 5 or above
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(7) Completion of an elective course related to Scientific and Technical Writing
in English of 3 credits or above offered by NSY SU.
(The score of the above-mentioned course must be 70 or above.)
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Students shall have to complete a 2-hour study of the “Academic Research Ethics

Education Course” before taking the degree examination.
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C. Selection of advisors: A dissertation advisor must be a full-time assistant professor or
higher of the Institute or a jointly appointed full-time assistant professor or higher of the
University. Should a doctoral student need to change his/her dissertation advisor, he/she
must obtain a written consent from the original and the new advisors.
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D. Others:

If it is necessary to invite other professors outside of the Institute as co-advisors, one of
the adivors must be a full-time assistant professor or higher of the Institute or a jointly
appointed full-time assistant professor or higher of the University, and an agreement for
co-advising of doctoral candidate must be sent to the office of the Institute for keeping on
file for reference.
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Qualification Examination for Doctoral Degree Candidates
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A. Qualification examination: A doctoral degree candidate must pass the qualification
examination within 3 years (excluding the period of study suspension) after enrollment.
Those who fail to pass the examination shall be expelled from the University.
Subject of Examination: Dissertation review and oral test
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B. Regulations related to dissertation publlcatlon. Before doctoral degree examination, a
student must publish paper(s) in SCI Journal with the University as the first affiliation, and
the student as the first author or the first author excluding the advisor and co-advisors .
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C. Doctoral degree examination:
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1. The native students of the doctoral program of the Institute shall need to take
courses or carry out researches in a foreign university or research institute before
graduation, and they are allowed to apply for a degree examination only when they
have met one of the following requirements:
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(1) Apply for taking courses/ carrying out researches in a foreign county (for at
least 3 months)
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(2) Complete overseas programs required by the Department or the Institute (for
at least 3 months during a semester/ summer session)
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(3) Obtain a joint-dual degree from a foreign university cooperating with NSYSU
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(4) Participate and present papers in an international seminar abroad if the
students are on-job doctorates (in which case, a certificate of employment is
required) or fail to stay abroad for a long period of time due to other factors
(such as pregnancy or infant care)
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2. After passing the qualification examination and meeting relevant regulations on
publication of dissertation, the doctoral degree candidates must be recommended by
their advisors before taking the doctoral degree examination.
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3. The members of Doctoral Degree Examination Committee shall be nominated by
the advisors in accordance with the provisions of Articles 10, 11, and 13 of
NSYSU’s “Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Graduate Degree
Examination” and appointed after being approved by the Director of the Institute
and submitted to the President for ratification.
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4. Students who fail the degree examination and whose study period has not yet
expired may take a re-exam in the following semester or academic year. The re-
exam shall be taken only once, and those who fail the re-exam shall be ordered to
withdraw from the University in accordance with NSYSU’s Academic Regulations.
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IV. Graduation:
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A. When applying for a degree exam, students must submit an anti-plagiarism certificate.
After the dissertation is finalized and the words that do not have plagiarism significance
(such as introduction, references, table of contents, attachments, etc.) are set for exclusion
and screening purposes, the manuscript of the dissertation shall be checked for total
similarity through plagiarism detection system, and the percentage of total similarity
should be lower than 12% after plagiarism detection.
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B. The dissertation shall be checked against and compared with other papers in NSYSU’s
database for originality by using the plagiarism detection system in order to prevent

plagiarism.
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C. The application date of submitting the certificate of dissertation originality should be at

least one day before the dissertation is uploaded to the library, and the student may leave
the school only after the application is reviewed and approved by the Institute.
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D. Only those who meet the above requirements can apply for graduation.
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The Regulations were approved at the institute affairs meeting and college affairs meeting, and

V.
then signed by NSYSU President for ratification prior to implementation. Any amendment to

be made to the Regulations shall follow the same procedure.



