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Regulations and Requirements Governing Master Degree Programs of IMST
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(Applicable for students enrolled of Academic Year 2021 and thereafter)
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These regulations were formulated in accordance with the “Degree Conferral Act” promulgated by the
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Ministry of Education as well as the “Academic Regulations” and “Regulations Governing the
Implementation of the Graduate Degree Examination” of National Sun Yat-sen University (Hereafter
referred as NSYSU).
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II. Matters related to study period:
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A. Study period: One to four years (excluding the period preserved for admission and the period of

study suspension) according to the Academic Regulations of NSYSU.
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B.  Credit system and course requirements:
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The students who elect the professional courses must obtain approval from their advisors and
Director of the Institute before the second stage of the add-and-drop period each semester and
then submit the “Course Election Confirmation Form” to the Institute for verification and

approval. Only approved courses will be included in the calculation of graduation credits.
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2. After enrollment, each student of the Master’s Program has to complete compulsory courses and
a minimum number of 24 credits (which are offsetable) required for [Group A (Division of
Medical Engineering)] or 26 credits required for [Group B (Division of Long-term Care)] before
applying for a degree examination.
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3. During the study period, students must take “Seminar” as a compulsory course, and credit
earned from the course should not exceed 4 credits.
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4. Students in Group A must complete 6 credits of compulsory or elective core courses.
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5. Students shall have to complete a 2-hour study of the “Academic Research Ethics Education
Course” before degree examination.
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Selection of advisors:
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1. All new graduate students of the Institute shall have to select their advisors from full-time
assistant professors or above of the Institute before the end of the first semester after enrollment,
and report it to the office of the Institute.
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2. In selection of advisors, each graduate student may select one advisor with backgrounds in the
same research field (such as science, engineering, medicine, agriculture, or oceanography) as
the student. In addition, the advisor selected may invite another professor with different
specialty to be the co-advisor, so as to achieve the Institute’s goal to cultivate trans-disciplinary
R&D talents.
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3. Should a graduate student need to change the selected advisor for any reason, the student should
submit the “Application Form for Changing Thesis Advisor” to the Institute in advance, which

will then be submitted to the Institute Affairs Meeting for approval, before any change is made.
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III. Master’s degree examination: Definition of semester: The first semester is from August 1 of every year
to January 31 of the next year, and the second semester is from February 1 to July 31 of every year.
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A. The examination committee members shall be nominated in accordance with the provisions of
NSYSU’s “Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Graduate Degree Examination” and
appointed after being approved by the Director of the Institute and submitted to the President for

ratification.
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B.  The thesis for master’s degree must be written in accordance with the “Guidelines for Graduate
Thesis Format” of NSYSU.
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C. The master’s thesis examination is open for students to sit in and to learn by observation. Graduate
students who apply for the thesis examination in the same semester shall have the the obligation to

participate in the examination.
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D. In principle, the master’s thesis examination shall be held on the campus of Sun Yat-sen University
in Kaohsiung City. Examination committee members shall attend the meeting of the committee in
person, and may not entrust others to represent them in the meeting. There should be at least three
to five people present for holding of the meeting. Other regulations related to the examination shall
be subject to the “Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Graduate Degree Examination”

of NSYSU.
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E. The results of the master’s degree examination shall be handled in accordance with the regulations

of NSYSU’s “Regulations Governing the Implementation of the Graduate Degree Examination”.



Students who fail the degree exam and whose study period has not yet expired may take a re-exam
in the following semester or academic year. The re-exam shall be taken only once, and those who
fail the re-exam shall be ordered to withdraw from the University in accordance with NSYSU’s

Academic Regulations.
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Thesis publication: The graduate students of the master’s program must participate in domestic
(foreign) academic seminars and publish at least one oral or poster paper before graduation.
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When applying for a degree exam, students must submit an anti-plagiarism certificate. After the
thesis is finalized and the words that do not have plagiarism significance (such as introduction,
references, table of contents, attachments, etc.) are set for exclusion and screening purposes, the
manuscript of the thesis shall be checked for total similarity through plagiarism detection system,

and the percentage of total similarity should be lower than 12% after plagiarism detection.
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The thesis shall be checked against and compared with other papers in NSYSU’s database for

originality by using the plagiarism detection system in order to prevent plagiarism.
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The application date of submitting the certificate of thesis originality should be at least one day
before the thesis is uploaded to the library, and the student may leave the school only after the

application is reviewed and approved by the Institute.
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The students shall have to meet one of the following minimum English proficiency requirements:
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1. A TOEFL ITP score of 500 (inclusive) or above
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2. ATOEFL-iBT score of 61 or above
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3. A certificate of passing GEPT high-intermediate level or above
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A TOEIC score of 600 or above
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An ITLTS band score of 5 or above
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For students who fail to meet the requirements set forth in the preceding paragraph, if their

TOEIC score reaches 400, they should take relevant English courses of 2 or more credits

offered by NSYSU. If their grade average of the semester reaches 70 or above, they shall be

considered as having met the foreign language proficiency requirements for graduation.
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For students who fail to meet the requirements set forth in the preceding paragraph and their
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TOEIC score is below 400, they may, with the consent of their advisors, elect relevant English
courses of 2 or more credits offered by NSYSU in advance. If their grade average of the
semester reaches 70 or above, they still need to take the TOEIC test and get a score of at least
400 before they are considered as having met the foreign language proficiency requirements

for graduation.
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Only those who meet the above requirements can apply for graduation.
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If there are any matters not covered in these regulations, they shall be handled in accordance with

relevant regulations.
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The Regulations were approved at the institute affairs meeting and college affairs meeting, and then

signed by NSYSU President for ratification prior to implementation. Any amendment to be made to the

Regulations shall follow the same procedure.
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